African Coelacanth :
window to the past, door to the future

4 # New Partnerships in Africa Building
Hope for the Future

African Inspiration: Global commitment




Living fossils: unchanged over enormously
long periods of time

Did “Old Fourlegs” give rise to
tetrapods?




| Distribution is fairly broad
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Coelacanths live in caves during
the day and hunt at night




Coelacanth: a regional icon for marine
conservation and a symbol of hope
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Rich biodiversity: only 50%
described in better known groups
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Umbrella Mechanism for Nations

. . Regional Management
Committees have country
repres_gptatives

National Management
Committees

comprise Government
Departments, Institutes
and NGOs. National
chapters for SST.




Existing and incipient partnerships
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NEPAD a wonderful new opportunity for
conservation in Africa
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NEPAD in
ACTION

(New
Partnerships
for Africa’s
Development)

Operational partners
doing what needs
to be done




Agulhas Somali Currents
Large Marme Ecosystems (ASCLMESs)
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Currents work southwards in eddies

Capacity building takes centre
stage with coelacanths

Four imperatives
of capacity
building:

]
attain, train, A 4
retain, sustain.

Public
awareness




At each port the
ship is open to
children,
students

and teachers




Student
training

Floating
research
Facility
for all
countries
needed

Africa
has

a vision
oj

a better
future.

Did you
read
Science?
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Only 50 years left!!

~There will be virtually nothing left to fish
from the seas by the middle of the century

if current trends continue, according to
a major scientific study. BBC Nature.
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The future is in biodiversity more than
biomass
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Coastal Fish Diversity

ckley et al)




African Coelacanth
B Ecosystem Programme
- opening the door to the future:
Inspiring an understanding
of our seas.

Typical trawl
data

1.5kg 8 species
14kg 61 species
6kg 17 species
From our own
and other
sampling

cruises.

. Our best 600kg
52 species

Relying on investments in fisheries
alone is short sighted

.~ Coelacanths, Latimeria chalumnae,
- live in caves in deep water,

ECO nom iC g rOWth '  at the correct temperatures.
3 Th‘ey are dependent upon
should focus on i
rich biodiversity == -~
MPAs and “

sustainability.

Trawling shows
that trawling
should not take




Biggest challenge

Providing the power of choice

High demand




Growing human population depends
upon diminishing resources

%Coastal areas are becoming heavily populated

p\




~ Developing a
- Sustainable Economy for those
who Depend upon the Sea

World’s biggest transfrontier natural resource
management/conservation area. Share a vision.

VAR

¥ Helping to realize the
pledges made by countries




Parks Network must reach the children
of the world: information, games and
electronic manipulation of the environment
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The choice

Act now while the resource has
resilience and actions are affordable

L

Measure the cost of not doing
anything!




African Inspiration: Global commitment
Some conclusions (messages)

Economic investment needs to be geared to a region that
is rich in biodiversity, but not biomass.

NEPAD in action

Regional development of a new vehicle for caring for
the people of the western Indian Ocean who
depend upon living resources

Capacity building is of paramount importance
The time to act is now

New partnerships are desirable because

Together we
can do more

A reality
check

A Worlid of Wonder
and Opportunity
on Land and at Sea
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