
 

 

 

The Council of Europe is not currently undertaking any activities in this field and no 
further activities are planned at the moment.   

The main Council of Europe instrument in this area is the Agreement on illicit traffic 
by sea, implementing Article 17 of the United Nations Convention against illicit 
traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances (ETS No. 156) (attached in 
English and in French) which was opened for signature in Strasbourg on 31 January 
1995 and entered into force on 1 May 2000.   
 
The most recent discussions concern Access to assistance and protection for 
asylum seekers at European seaports and coastal areas (see the Parliamentary 
Assembly Recommendation and the Reply to this Recommendation by the Council of 
Europe's Committee of Ministers in the attached compilation of texts).  The question of 
how to deal with the illegal immigrants rescued during attempts to cross the 
Mediterranean sea is one which requires further action. 
 
[See attachments below] 
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